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Hello Gardeners!   
Spring is officially here according to the climbing temperatures.  That means its time to roll up 
our sleeves and get gardening! 
 

Our April meeting on Soils taught everyone the importance of getting a soil test to determine 
what your flower/vegetable garden soil needs and also your turf areas.  We fight every year to 
take back our yards from the weeds and spend hours toiling, pulling, spreading weed killer, 
etc. and may make some progress.  Colleen Baker, our speaker in April, told us that our soil 
testing may make this job so much easier.  Giving the soil what it needs to grow grass, flowers 
and vegetables helps to eliminate the back breaking part of the job.  Soil testing can be done 
through MSU Extension office for $25 and we learned that it is free at Flowerland locations! 
 

The Monet Garden is underway for the 2018 season and everyone 
is welcome to join in the transformation!  The workdays are:  May 8 
from 5-7 pm, May 21 from 4-8 pm, June 12 from 5-7 p and June 28 
from 10-1 pm, July 10 from 5-7 pm, July 26 from 10-1 pm, August 7 
from 5-7 pm, August 23 from 10-1 pm, Sept. 4 from 5-7 pm, Sept. 
20 from 10-1 pm, and October 2 from 5-7 pm.  I know you will see 
these dates repeated in this newsletter, but we want everyone to 
know how important these workdays are to keep our garden look-
ing pristine. 
 

The Monet is gaining more recognition in Muskegon with the addi-
tion of LGM member Florence Bright-Stahl who has generously of-
fered to be the “spokesperson” for the Monet among the city lead-
ers in Muskegon.  Florence’s impeccable memories of the Monet’s 
founding and inception will help to bring more visitors and Muske-
gon residents to the garden as a part of the revitalizing of the Heri-
tage District.  The Monet Garden will be featured as a “must see” 
stop on Muskegon tours and during festivals. 
 

Our May 21 meeting will be at the Monet Garden, which is always a special evening to enjoy 
the garden and plant the beautiful annuals that bring that snap of color to the landscape.  The 
day starts at 4:00 until 7:30 pm and you may come anytime as there will not be a speaker, but 
rather a hands-on experience along with our typical potluck.  Bring finger foods to share as we 
will make this picnic style.  Also bring your table setting, beverage and a chair.  Your favorite 
hand tools for planting are also suggested.  Pray for good weather and we will see you at the 
Monet! 
 

Keep gardening, 
Susan Thorpe 

  LGM President, Susan Thorpe 
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LGM Purpose 
The purpose of the Lakeshore Garden 
Masters is to bring together gardeners for 
fellowship, plant exchange, educational 
programs, and support for volunteer gar-
den projects. 

2017  Leadership Council Officers 
 

President:  Susan Thorpe 

holbox04@gmail.com 

 

Vice President:  Jean Baker 

Baker2j63@gmail.com 

 

Recording/Corresponding Secretary: Sue  

Fiebelkorn Sfeebe5@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer: Sharon Rubelman 
onesister123@gmail.com 
 

Trustees 
 

Michael Belt 
michael.belt@comcast.net  
 
David Mellema 

Djmellema@msn.com 

 
Dick/Barb Jorgensen 
Dbgardens@outlook.com 

 

Committee Chairpersons 
 

Monet Garden-Linda Hecksel 

Hecksel@aol.com 

 

Newsletter Editor-Marsha Green 

greendooredu1@comcast.net 

 

Webmaster-Marsha Green 

greendooredu1@comcast.net 

 

Membership--Susan Thorpe 

holbox04@gmail.com 

 

Plant Sharing-Jean Baker 

Baker2j63@gmail.com 

May at the Monet 
 

Monet Garden spring spruce up on May 
21! Meet before the potluck at 4:00 PM to 
help plant annuals and weed or stay after 
the 6:00 PM potluck to continue with the 
planting. No formal meeting just a little 
work and a lot of good food.  (See Pg. 4) 
 

June is Coming Up Roses 
 

Meeting will be at the White Lake Commu-
nity Library on June 25 at 6:00 beginning 
with a potluck.  Eric Nelson, Landscape 
Designer, MI Certified Nurseryman and 
Lecturer from Weesies Greenhouse will 
then speak on “Roses, What’s New?” (See 
Pg. 4) 
 
 

 

Calendar of Events 
May 8 - Monet Garden  5 PM-7 PM 
May 15 - Plant Auction for Dirt Daubers  
 Montague (See Pg. 8) 
May 21 - “Monet Garden Spring Perk Up” (See 
    Pg. 4) 
June 12- Monet Garden 5 PM-7 PM 
June 25 - LGM Meeting at White Lake  
 Community Library (See Pg. 4) 
June 28 - Monet Garden10 AM-1 PM 
July 10 - Monet Garden 5 PM-7 PM 
July 23 - LGM Meeting at Cherry Point Farm 
   (See Pg. 4) 
July 26- Monet Garden 10 AM-1 PM 
August 7 - Monet Garden 5 PM-7 PM 
August 23 - Monet Garden 10 AM-1 PM   
August 27 - LGM Meeting at AGM 6 PM 
September 4 - Monet Garden 5 PM-7 PM 
September 20 - Monet Garden 10 AM-1 PM     
September 24 – LGM meeting at Gavin Apple 
Orchard (See pg. 4) 
October 2- Monet Garden - 5 PM-7 AM 

 

Plant Sharing Rules 
 

1. Bring a plant; take a plant 
2. Bring healthy plants with no disease or  
       insects attached! 
1. Label everything 
2. Put seeds/bulbs in a zip-lock or  
3. envelope 
4. Bring plants in a sturdy container; plus a con-

tainer to take home plants 
5. New LGM members are encouraged to partici-

pate. 

mailto:Sfeebe5@yahoo.com
mailto:michael.belt@comcast
mailto:Dbgardens@outlook.com
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Scouting for weeds: poison ivy  

Steve Gower 
Diagnostic Services 

 
Poison ivy (Toxicodendron radicans (L.) Ktze. 
 
Family: Anacardiaceae (Cashew family) 
 
Life cycle: Perennial woody vine. 
 
Leaves: Alternate, compound with three shiny leaflets. Leaflet margins may be smooth, toothed or lobed. The side 
leaflets occur on very short stalks; the middle leaflet occurs on a much longer stalk. Leaves may turn bright red in 
the fall. Contact with any part of this plant can cause a reaction in sensitive people. 
 
Stems: Shrubby or climbing, woody vines are supported by aerial roots. 
 
Flowers and fruit: Small, inconspicuous, yellow to green flowers have five petals. Fruit are gray to white berries 
(drupes). 
 
Reproduction: Seeds, creeping roots and stems, which may root if in contact with the ground. 
 

 

 

 
Monet Garden Work Schedule for 2018 
 

May 8 - Monet Garden  5 PM-7 PM 
May 21 - “Monet Garden Spring Perk Up”  
 (See Pg. 4) 
June 12- Monet Garden 5 PM-7 PM 
June 28 - Monet Garden10 AM-1 PM 
July 10 - Monet Garden 5 PM-7 PM 

New Home For Lakeshore Garden Masters 
 
Lakeshore Garden Masters has been meeting at 
the North Muskegon VFW Hall for many years and 
we appreciated their generosity.  Last year they 
remodeled, and their decision was to not upgrade 
their audio/visual equipment nor wireless capabili-
ties. 
 

 This posed a challenge for us to attract higher 
level speakers that require those things for power 
point presentations.  Our decision was to find an-
other "home" for LGM that is centrally located and 
near to highways.  We have chosen the AMG De-
velopments building which is on the southeast end 
of the Muskegon Airport. It actually sits near the 
end of a runway. 
 

Their facilities are bright and new with every au-
dio/visual need we could hope for, a nicely lit park-
ing lot, handicapped accessible,  modern bath-
rooms and comfortable meeting rooms.  We know 
you will want to see our new meeting site once 
you see how close it will be for many of you! (See 
Pg. 3) 

Directions—AMG Developments Building   

800 Ellis Road, Norton Shores, MI 
 

From the SOUTH: 
Take US 31 north and exit at 109B for Sternberg 
Road West 
In 0.7 miles turn Right onto Robert Hunter Drive, 
stay on this road for 0.5 miles 
Turn Right onto Ellis Road and the AMG building 
will be on your left near the end of the road. 
From the NORTH: 
Take US 31 south and exit at 109B for Sternberg 
Road West 
In 1 mile turn Right onto Robert Hunter Drive, 
stay on this road for 0.5 miles 
Turn Right onto Ellis Road and the AMG building 
will be on your left near the end of the road. 
From the EAST: 
Take Interstate 96 West toward Muskegon and 
exit at US 31 going South 
Exit at 109B for Sternberg Road West 
In 1 mile turn Right onto Robert Hunter Drive, 
stay on this road for 0.5 miles 

Turn Right onto Ellis Road and the AMG building will 

be on your left near the end of the road. 

From DOWNTOWN MUSKEGON: 

Take Seaway Drive South and turn right onto Old 

Grand Haven Road. 

Continue past Airport Road, Hile Road and East Ellis 

Road and turn Right on Porter Road. 

Turn Right on Robert Hunter Drive, stay on this for 

0.5 miles 

  

Leaf of poison ivy. Poison ivy flower. 
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LAKESHORE GARDEN MASTERS  
2018 Calendar of Events 

Dues $15.00/year or $5.00/event as guest   
  

 

Lakeshoregardenmasters.org         Contact: Susan Thorpe 248-310-2312 for info 
 

 

May 21 – at Monet Garden, 470 W. Clay Street, Muskegon.  This is a fun evening to 
spruce up and plant annuals to get our pocket-sized picturesque garden ready for 
visitors!  Bring hand tools and dress for the weather starting at 4 PM. Finger-food pot-
luck starts at 6 PM if you wish to join us bring a dish to pass, your beverage and table 
setting.  Not available at 4 PM? Planting will continue after the potluck until 8 PM 
 

 

June 25 – at White Lake Community Library, 3900 White Lake Dr., Whitehall.  Pre-
senter Eric Nelson, Landscape Designer, MI Certified Nurseryman and Lecturer from 
Weesies Greenhouse will speak on “Roses, What’s New?” identifying the newest 
cultivars and colors and why roses aren’t as fussy as they used to be! Potluck starts 
at 6 PM if you wish to join us bring a dish to pass, your beverage and table setting. 
Program starts at 6:45. 
 
 

July 23 – at Cherry Point Farm/Market and Lavender Labyrinth 9600 W. Bu-
chanan Road, Shelby, MI. Arrive at 10 AM for a guided tour and talk on the Lavender 
Labyrinth. Lunch will follow.  Plan on carpooling.  Sandwiches, soups and salads 
available for purchase inside, as well as delicious desserts. More details to follow.  

 
 

August 27 – at AMG Developments, 800 Ellis Road, Norton Shores. Presenter is 
Jane Hart, Food Safety MSUE Educator, Health and Nutrition Institute on 
“Blanching and Freezing Foods”. Learn what equipment to use, what things freeze 
well and a variety of tips on any type of home food preservation. Potluck starts at 6 
PM, if you wish to join us bring a dish to pass, your beverage and table setting. Pro-
gram begins at 6:45 PM. 
 
 

September 24 – at Gavin Apple Orchard, 16495 40
th
 Avenue, Coopersville, MI.  

More details to follow!  
    

October 22 Meeting and Elections! – at AMG Developments, 800 Ellis Road, Nor-
ton Shores. Meeting begins at 6 PM with Election of Officers and Awards for LGM. 
Followed by presenter Marsha Green, Master Gardener, on The Gardens in Alham-
bra, (Grenada) Spain.  Potluck starts at 6:00 for everyone, please bring a dish to 
pass, your beverage and table setting. This is our last meeting of the year! 

Special Monet Garden And Lakeshore Masters Gardeners Announcement 
 

The Monet Garden in downtown Muskegon has officially been approved by the  
Michigan State University Extension Master Gardeners Program as a site to obtain  
required volunteer hours to remain certified each year. 
 

In addition, the Lakeshore Master Gardeners board is working towards having each 
speaker approved for educational credits to obtain required education hours for Master 
Gardeners to remain certified each year.  
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Lakeshore Garden Masters-General Membership Minutes of Meetings 
 

March 26, 2018 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by President Susan Thorpe at AMG Devel-
opments. The attendance was 23, with 5 new members. One couple that were former 
members came to the meeting and paid yearly dues because they received a personal 
letter encouraging them to return. One guest came because she saw the article in the 
Coopersville Observer and two guests came because they saw the article in the Norton 
Examiner. Each new member received a gift bag made by Jean Baker. 
 

Susan talked about the new meeting place, AMG Developments, and indicated that the 
April, August and October meetings will be held there. The other meetings and activi-
ties will be held elsewhere. See the 2018 Calendar of Events. 
 

Thank you, Dave Mellema for obtaining the outdoor sign directing us to our meeting 
place. 
 

Jean Baker brought a poster board for gardening tips and meeting at-
tendees were encouraged to write a tip to share. 
 

Susan introduced the 2018 officers. 
 

Sharon Rubelman gave the Treasurer’s report. Lakeshore Garden Mas-
ters checking account balance is $3203.52 which includes $78.91 for 
the Monet Garden. There was $257.70 of expenses, including room rental and copies. 
The Monet Garden has $735.23. $1500.00 was transferred from the Community Foun-
dation from which $1236.65 was used to repair the message repeater in the Monet 
Garden. 
 

Susan talked about the beginning of the Monet Garden and how Florence Bright-
Stahl’s dream became a reality. Florence will be the spokesperson for the Monet Gar-
den with various community groups. 2019 is the 20 year anniversary for the garden 
and LGM will have a special event to celebrate.  The next  work session for the Monet 
Garden is Thursday March 29

th
 from 10:00am to 1:00pm. 

 

Lakeshore Garden Masters and Monet Garden both have Facebook pages. LGM 
members are encouraged to “Like” these pages. 
 

Susan then introduced Coleen Boyer, former Extension Horticulture Agent in Muske-
gon. She gave an interesting talk about the importance of soils and its nutrients. She 
also spoke about the correct way to take a soil sample and its importance in lawn and 
garden health.  We learned that MSU does soil analysis for $25.00 
(www.msusoiltest.com) and that Flowerland in GR will analyze soil for free. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sue Fiebelkorn, Secretary 

 

Don’t forget to check FACEBOOK for both the Lakeshore  
Garden Masters page and also the Monet Garden page.  Feel 
free to post on these pages and share with interested friends. 

http://www.msusoiltest.com
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Membership Information 
Please Print Clearly 

New Member __________ Renewing Member _________ 
Name ___________________________________________________ 
Address _________________________________________________ 
City _________________________ State _____ Zip code _________ 
Tele. # ___________________ Cell Phone # ____________________ 
Email Address ____________________________________________ 
Dues $15.00 for Year______ Paid in Cash Paid By Check # _____ 
Date Paid ____________ Dues Received By ____________________ 
 

Can also mailed to:  Sharon Rubelman 1599 Peterson Rd. North Muskegon, MI 49445 

Lakeshore Garden Master Dues 
 

Dues for the Lakeshore Garden Masters organi-
zation are due yearly from January 1-December 
31. They may be prepaid at the October meet-
ing or paid at the March meeting.  Cost of the 
dues is $15.00.  Late dues should be mailed to: 
 

Sharon Rubelman 
1599 N. Peterson Rd 
North Muskegon, MI  49445 

Dues and LGM Membership Information 

Lakeshore Garden Master Membership 
 

Lakeshore Garden Masters’ organization is open to 
anyone who enjoys gardening.  Meetings are once a 
month and open to members and guests. The get-
togethers usually include a potluck, a short business 
meeting, and a speaker with timely information that 
pertains to gardens and gardening.  Lakeshore Gar-
den Master members also maintain the Monet Gar-
den in downtown Muskegon. 

LGM-General Meeting Minutes-April 23, 2018 
 

The April meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Treasurer Sharon Rubelman at AMG De-
velopments. There were 27 people in attendance, including three guests. 
 

The Treasurer’s Report as of April 12, 2018: Lakeshore Garden Masters checking account bal-
ance is $3357.52 which includes $78.91 for the Monet Garden. There was $103 of expenses. 
The Monet Garden account has $735.23. 
 

Sharon introduced Ben Werling, Michigan State University extension agent. He 
specializes in vegetables and works as an educator to West Michigan vegetable 
producers. Ben gave an enjoyable presentation about the commercial and back-
yard growing of asparagus. He stated that Michigan is now the number one as-
paragus producer in the country. He talked about how the development of all 
male hybrids has improved the yields. He suggested that the purple varieties are 

sweeter, although they do turn green when cooked. Ben passed out an infor-

mative handout called Asparagus in the Garden, by Norm Myers. 
 

For gardening questions, the MSU Extension hotline phone number is 888-MSUE-4MI. The 
hotline hours are 9am to 12pm and 1pm to 4pm. 
 

After the presentation, there was a lively question and answer session about vegetables, 
mulching, weed control, tomatoes and more! 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Suzanne Fiebelkorn 
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MONET GARDEN, MUSKEGON, MICHIGAN 

 PAVER PROJECT 

 
Yes, I want to be an enduring part of this historic endeavor.  Here is my pledge. 

 
Just print this page and mail it with your pledge to the address below. if you are unable to visit 

the garden, you will soon be able to view the installed and inscribed pavers on this web site. 

 

______ Number of standard 4" X 8" paver(s) @ $ 50.00 each 

 

Inscription for paver 
( 3 lines of 12 spaces ea. paver ) 

 

Paver one 

 
 

Paver two 

 
 

 

Linda Hecksel, Chairperson Monet Garden 

2181 Green Creek Road  

Muskegon, MI 49445 
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Check out our E-Mail: dirtdaubergc@gmail.com 

 

  Questions??? 
 

Call Maggie Kline (231-894-8233) 
 

SILENT AUCTION   

                                                                                                              

 BRING A FRIEND!!! 

PLANT  

AUCTION 
DATE: May 15, 2018        TIME: 6:00 PM 

WHERE: Montague United Methodist Church 
8555 Cook Street, Montague, MI 

mailto:dirtdaubergc@gmail.com

